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• Comparison of American and European urbanism through public and professional perspectives.

Bellevue College, Bellevue, WA,   September 2013 – June, 2015
Associate Degree in Art and Sciences

Institution Saint Dominique, Neuilly sur/Seine,  France,  2009-2013

WORK EXPERIENCE
MG2 architecture firm internship, Seattle WA, March-June 2017
• Worked on the Seattle in Design Festival 1st spring exhibit: “How do we want to live?” focusing on innovation districts
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RESUME



Pike & Pine: The Shift 
 From Cars to People

Historical context ...
The Pike/Pine Conservation Overlay District was created to allow the neighborhood 
to retain its unique urban character while accommodating new uses.The Office of 
Community Planning and Development (OPCD) is positioning the neighborhood as a 
mixed-use residential and retail district with built form that includes both pre- 1940 au-
to-row architecture and new buildings.

In this assignment I looked at the history of the neighborhood as to better 
understand its general planning. To do so, I imagined the cover of a book that 
retrace the past of the PPCOD and studied its impact on the current architecture of 
the place. 

The point was to use In Design.



Pike & Pine: The Shift
Laurene Hillion has spent much of 
her life in France and graduated from 
Harvard with a master in journalism 
and architecture. She taught a few years 
in the College of Built Environment of 
Yale but could only find her happiness 
in a classroom. She took to the road and 
is now travelling around the world as a 
writter exploring every capitals and their 
new concepts in urban design and archi-
tecture. Her goal is to make architecture 
accessible to everybody and create a 
bridge between cultures in order to learn 
from one another.

 “Pike and Pine: the Shift” witnesses the story of a neighborhood built as an 
automobile dealership center change into a people friendly mix used development 
area. In a decade Capitol Hill became the  example to follow in regards of success-

ful urban design and placemaking strategies. In her book, Laurene presents the 
different key elements the City of Seattle used to create one of the most livable 
urban centers in the city and especially emphasize the importance of people. 

 One thing to notice while walking along the Pine and Pike corridors is the 
number of cafes and restaurants displayed all along the way. One of the main goals 

of the city was to blur the line between the private and the public parts of the 
street. Encouraging “food and beverage” businesses to establish themselves on 

high traffic corridors as well as smaller streets, the whole neighborhood has creat-
ed a network of terraces on its sidewalks providing a solution to those challenges. 

Getting into the topic, she also points out the diversity of restaurants and shops 
offered in the neighborhood. This book offers a list of “must to go”  places whether 
it’s  grabbing an “after work drink”, or having a nice dinner with friends and fami-
ly, or even getting an ice cream away from the busy streets in a small, hidden alley. 

 The other very important, key urban design element is the historical pres-
ervation of the place. The neighborhood is an example of a good mix between old 
and new development. It has kept an authentic look, for example, requiring build-

ings to be built with bay windows. 

 The neighborhood is a mix of architecture and art which, put together, cre-
ate a livable environment for people despite the heavy traffic going through.

The New York Times: “Seattle has 
become the number one place to 
visit in the US thanks to this book” 
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From Cars to People

Vogue: “Capitol Hill has become 
our favorite place to hangout after-
work tthanks to Laurene” 

“The Michelin”: “Pike and Pine 
streets have already a dedicated 
page in our next US edition.”

The Seattle Times: “Capitoll Hill 
was given some fresh air thanks 
to Mrs. Hillion” 

Le Petit Routard: “By her French 
point of view, Laurene has con-
vinced our readers to go there 
right away!”



Map Briefing Book - Context Model

Planning context ...
 Imagining that the Sattle’s Office of Planning and Community Development (OPCD) is in 
the process of updating the Pike/Pine Design Guidelines this assignment asked us to provide the 
contextual data needed to inform their recommendations. 

 This analysis helps further understand the historic context of the PPCOD as well as the 
nature of ongoing development in the district. 
To do so, I used ArcGIS and InDesign.



The PPCOD is mostly zoned as a residencial 
and commercial district.
It is bordered by I-5, E Madison Street and 
the Seattle Central College.

The neighborhood is not only a commercial 
and residencial area but also a cultural and
historical place.

Overall, the PPCOD can be very much
considered as mix of old and new built
environment.

This map shows how the district is definite-
ly going through a construction transition 
from older to more recent buildings.





 Building Relocation Project

Architectural changes
In the actual context of the neighborhood where a lot of constructions are going on, it is hard to 
preserve the rich past of this district. Imagining that a protected building is about to be 
demolished thsi assignment asked us to prevent the demolition in relocating the buildings fto the 
Shell Gas Station site on 1500 Broadway.  The gas station on the site would be demolished to 
make room for the relocated building. 



 In the past decade, the city of Seattle has
worked hard to protect the identity and history of 
some of its neighborhoods. Capitol Hill and the 
Pike and Pine corridors are definitely one of those 
“special districts” illustrating how a city can grow 
modern without losing its culture.

 In the last few months a new challenge has shaken Capitol Hill. The people of the neighborhood 
have already made the shift between using cars and walking or busing; but the built environment still has to 
follow up with that. Therefore, the city wantsto demolish the Shell Gas Station on Pike street to replace it 
with a historical building. This will be a big step in terms of architecture preservation and the end of car 
dependency in our cities. The relocated building designated is the “Public Storage” on Pike
street.



The new building is a good fit for this sharp corner. 
It can occupy the whole site and be a little 
remodeled since it used to be two buildings 
separated by a little parking lot which can easily be 
removed. However, its purpose of garage storage 
does not beneficiate this part of the street very 
pedestrians and activated by the many bars and 
restaurants around it. Although it is architecturally 
a great fit, it might need to change its purpose to 
be able to keep the Pike and Pine streets as vibrant 
corridors.



Transfer of development potential in the 
PPCOD

Architecture and Real Estate
In this assignment, the goal was to find a suitable pair of sites within the PPCOD 
that will enable the transfer of development potential from one site to another for a 
new mixed-use development project. 
To do so, I calculated the potential transfer development with the FAR. With this, I 
was able to create a building model with a contextual facade study to show how the 
new development would fit into its new context.








